World Society for the Protection of Animals

14™ June 2011

Dear Commissioner

Re: Progressing animal welfare and ethics in the International Whaling Commission

We write to bring to your attention the newly released report of the ‘Whale Welfare and Ethics
Workshop’ and, in particular, to urge you to support the recommendations of the Workshop at
the 63" meeting of the IWC in July.

The United Kingdom’s proposal for the Workshop, at IWC62, was welcomed and encouraged by
many contracting governments. The Workshop was subsequently held in March and the report,
submitted by the UK, is now available at:

http://iwcoffice.org/ documents/commission/IWC63docs/63-WKM&AWI4.pdf

The Workshop brought together over 30 international experts in the fields of animal welfare,
ethics, and marine mammals. The resulting conclusions and recommendations, agreed by
consensus, provide a highly credible foundation for the Commission to update and improve its
approach to the management of animal welfare and ethics. Signatories to this letter consider
that the Workshop’s findings will be of significant value to the IWC in determining its future
position and work plan on these important issues.

Importantly, the report of the Workshop presents several recommendations which, if adopted,
could enable the Commission to implement a more scientific and objective approach to decision
making incorporating animal welfare concerns, as is practised in many other multilateral
environmental agreements. These measures, for example the introduction of an ethics review
committee, would allow the Commission to more effectively address and reach agreement over
divisive issues.

We encourage you to endorse the report in Jersey and to support its recommendations, in
particular the formation of an ad hoc intersessional Welfare and Ethics Working Group to review
the Workshop report in detail and present recommendations for action by the Commission to
IWC64. In the event the Commission endorses this intersessional Working Group we also urge
you to consider participating in it.

We would be pleased to hear your views on the Workshop report and recommendations prior to
IWC63.

With thanks for your time and attention, we look forward to seeing you in Jersey.
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World Society for the Protection of Animals

Yours sincerely,

Claire Bass

Oceans campaign leader

World Society for the Protection of Animals
clairebass@wspa-international.orqg
Direct: +44 (0) 207 239 0585
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